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John Muir (1838-1914) was one of the first
modern preservationists. His letters, essays,
and books telling of his adventures in
nature, and wildlife, especially in the Sierra
Nevada Mountains of California, were read
by millions and are still popular today. His
direct activism helped to save the Yosemite
Valley and other wilderness areas. The
Sierra Club, which he founded, is now one
of the most important conservation
organizations in the United States. His
writings and philosophy strongly
influenced the formation of the modern
environmental movement. His works
include Picturesque California (1888), The
Mountains of California (1894), Our
National Parks (1901), The Grand Canon
of the Colorado (1902), Stickeen (1909),
My First Summer in the Sierra (1911), The
Yosemite (1912), The Story of My
Boyhood and Youth (1913), Travels in
Alaska (1915), Letters to a Friend (1915),
Steep Trails (1918), and Studies in the
Sierra (1950).
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